
Champion Chatter 

Our Motto: 
NRES: Nurturing Relationships,  

Establishing Success 
 

Our Mission: 
The mission of NRES is to motivate, 
empower, and support students to 
accomplish individual goals within 
challenging curricula and to develop 
successful citizens in a diverse com-
munity.  

Nursery Road Elementary School 

Administrative Team:  

Principal, Ms. Love Ligons lligons@lexrich5.org 

Assistant Principal, Mr. Randy Norman  rnorman@lexrich5.org 

Administrative Assistant Principal, Mr. Brandon Gantt  bhgantt@lexrich5.org 

Hello NRES Families, 
 
I want to give a huge thanks to all of our parents who have attended our 
parent-teacher conferences in the past few weeks.  We know that having 
parents and teachers work together for the good of our Champions yields 
the best success rate for all of us.  We appreciate your patience and 
flexibility after being out for three inclement weather days.  If you have 
not had the opportunity to conference with your child’s teacher, please 
arrange to meet with them face to face or by phone.   
 
October 10th was considered one of our student make-up days.  November 
7th which was originally a teacher work day will also be a student make up 
day.  Please make plans for your child to have a regular school day on the 
7th.   
 
If you have any other questions regarding parent-teacher conferences or 
our make up days, be sure to contact your child’s teacher.   
 
Have a wonderful week.  We look forward to seeing you at our first nine 
weeks Pinning Ceremony on Friday, October 28th.    
 
Ms. Ligons 

October 20, 2016 

“Caught You Reading” Winners   
 

Izzy D. from Mrs. Felkel’s Kindergarten Class 
Kyleigh J. from Ms. Reynold’s First Grade Class 
Nati D. from Mrs. Newell’s Second Grade Class  

Lola C. from Mrs. Joy’s Third Grade Class 
Caleb P. from Ms. Dent’s Fourth Grade Class 

Anthony C. from Ms. Quarles’ Fifth Grade Class 
  

Our Wild Card Winner is Christopher G. from Ms. Porterfield’s  
First  Grade Class!  

              

Upcoming Events 

 
     October 24 
     School Board Meeting,  
     7:00 pm, Dutch Fork   
     Middle School  
 
     PTO Spirit Night at  Carolina 
     Ale House, 4:30 pm -  
     8:30 pm 
        
     October 25—27 
     CogAt Testing in the morning 
     For 2nd & 4th grades only 
      
     October 27 
     Report Cards go home 
      
     SIC Meeting, Office    
     Conference Room, 7:00 am—  
     7:50 am  
      
     October 28 
     Principal’s Pinning  
     Ceremony beginning  
     at 8:00 am       

This newsletter printed with Title I funds. 

Coach Joch’s Healthy Tips:   
 

All students should participate in daily aerobic exercise which promotes the 
circulation of oxygen through the blood and increases their heart rate.  

Examples include running, swimming, and bicycling.  Please encourage your 
children to be active every day!  

                 

Pinning Ceremonies 
Schedule:   

 
8:10-9:00 1st Grade  
9:10-10:00           2nd Grade 
10:10-11:00        5th Grade 
 
11:45-12:35         5K 
12:45– 1:35         4th Grade 
1:40-2:20            3rd Grade  



   

Veterans Day Assembly   
 
This year our Veterans Day assembly will be held Friday, November 11th at 1:30 pm in the Activity Arena. We 
invite all of our Nursery Road Families and Veterans to attend. If you plan to attend this special event please 
RSVP by completing the attached form and returning it to Mrs. Wedaman.  
 
Veteran’s Name:___________________________________________________________ 
Branch of Military:________________________________________________________ 
Number of people attending:________________________________________________ 
NRES Student’s Name:______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

The State of South Carolina has established three dimensions of giftedness as criteria for placement in the 
academically gifted program.  In order to qualify for placement in gifted/talented programs, a student must meet the 
eligibility criteria in TWO out of the following three dimensions: 
 
Dimension A- Aptitude: Reasoning Abilities 
Dimension B- Achievement 
Dimension C- Academic Performance.  

 
The CogAT (Cognitive Abilities Test)  will be administered to 2nd and 4th grades as an assessment to fulfill the 

requirements of Dimension A- Aptitude.  Students may be eligible for placement on the basis of aptitude scores alone if 
they score at or above the 96th national age percentile on the composite score. 

  
Second and fourth graders will be taking CogAT in the morning on Tuesday, October 25 – Thursday, October 27.   
 
Second graders will take the traditional paper and pencil assessment while 4th graders will be taking the 

assessment on the computer.  Please make sure your students are well rested, eat a nutritious breakfast, and arrive to 
school on time during our testing days. 
  

                   
 
 
 

 

CogAT Testing Information  

Walk to School Day  
 

NRES Champions, please mark your calendar to walk or bike to school on Friday, 
November 4th.  Be on the lookout for more information about this exciting event in the 

next edition of the Champion Chatter.                  



Literacy Spotlight: Choosing Just Right Books  

Anytime is a great time to read with your child and to have fun discussing it, too!  Guiding your child to select books that are 
just right for them is important.  Let your child choose the book you’ll read together so that they will be excited about the 
idea.  Encourage them to pick from books with irresistible elements like: 

 Humor.  Younger readers giggle at pictures and wordplay.  Older kids understand jokes that play out through dialogue        
and scenes. 

 Personality.  Look for main characters that are similar to your child in feelings and experiences. 

 Excitement.  Reluctant readers like short chapters with lots of action.  Even the first paragraph should be fascinating! 

 Quirkiness.  Sometimes a book’s cover draws readers in.  Stand-out topics (like “gross bugs”) attract readers too. 

Tips for helping your reader pick books that are just right for them: 

Purpose.  Have your child consider their purpose for reading.  Why are they looking for a book in the first place?  Is it to-
tally free choice or is there some other reason for reading it?  In order to determine purpose, consider asking: 

 Are they reading for pleasure? 

 Are they trying to learn something? 

 Is the book going to be read silently or out loud with you? 

 Who is their audience? 

 

Interest.  When choosing a book, it should be something of interest.  Emphasizing the interest connections is super im-
portant.  If your child is interested in cars, then don’t stop at fictional stories about cars; consider books about racetracks, 
etc.  If it’s magic that intrigues your child, then look for books that involve fantasy, science,and invention. 

Even if children have a short amount of time to choose books, they can determine interest by: 

 Looking at the front cover 

 Flipping through the pages to glance at photos or illustrations 

 Reading the back cover 

 Reading the chapter tiles 

 

Comprehension.  Is the book something that my child can comprehend?  Can they understand what they are reading? 
 Is it a book that is appropriate for their level or abilities? Kids can quickly assess if a book is appropriate for them by open-
ing the book and choosing a page.  The book is appropriate for them if they are able to understand what they read. 
 
Readers can determine comprehension by asking themselves: 

 

 Did I understand what I just read? 

 Do I remember what I just read? 

 Was I able to read most of the words? 

 

Know the words.  Readers should be able to decode, or read, and understand the majority of the words on the page. Try 
using the “Five Finger Rule”.                                                                                                                   

The “Five Finger Rule” outlines a general idea of how many words a reader should be able to read on each page. 

 0-1 unknown words = book is too easy 

 2-3 unknown words = book is just right 

 4-5 unknown words = book is too difficult 

Knowing how to pick just right books is empowering for readers.  They want to know how to choose books that are a good 
fit for them, books that are fun, enjoyable, and exciting.  It’s all about giving kids the tools they need to be strong, confident 
readers.  Choosing the best book is the starting point. 

 



Nursery Road Elementary Absence Form 

2016-2017 

 

 

 

 

An excuse for all absences must be provided to the school within three (3) days of the absences. 

 

 

Child’s Name ____________________________________ Teacher ___________________________ 

 

Date of Absence(s) _________________    _________________    __________________ 

 

Check one below: 

 

____ Due to illness: _______________________________________________________ 

      (Please describe type of illness- ie, flu, cold, asthma, sinus) 

                       ____ Due to doctor visit: (Please include doctor’s excuse with this form.) 

 

        ____ Other (Please explain): __________________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent Name _______________________ Parent Signature _________________________ 

                                              (Please print) 

 

Thank You! 

Mr. Randy Norman, Assistant Principal 
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An excuse for all absences must be provided to the school within three (3) days of the absences. 

 

 

Child’s Name __________________________________ Teacher ___________________________ 

 

Date of Absence(s) _________________    _________________    __________________ 

 

Check one below: 

 

____ Due to illness: _______________________________________________________ 

      (Please describe type of illness- ie, flu, cold, asthma, sinus) 

                                             ____ Due to doctor visit: (Please include doctor’s excuse with this form.) 

 

     ____ Other (Please explain): __________________________________________________ 

 

  

Parent Name _______________________ Parent Signature _________________________ 

                                           (Please print) 

 

 

Thank You! 

Mr. Randy Norman, Assistant Principal 

 


